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Notable Headlines



Russia Creates New Military Branch Dedicated To Drone Warfare

Hegseth announces operation ‘Southern Spear’ to quash ‘narco-terrorists’

Feds should get at least most backpay by Nov. 19, administration says

Trump Administration Prepares Tariff Exemptions in Bid to Lower Food Prices

Colombia to suspend intelligence sharing with US over boat strikes

View From The Hill

On Wednesday, the House of Representatives returned to Washington and voted
to pass the Senate’s continuing resolution (CR), as well as three full-year
appropriations bills, ending the nation’s longest-ever government shutdown. The
CR fully funds the U.S. Government through January 30th, giving lawmakers
breathing room to craft the remaining fiscal year (FY) 2026 appropriations bills. In
voting this week, Congress also enacted full-year measures for Military
Construction-Veterans Affairs, the Legislative Branch, and Agriculture-FDA
programs. Notably, the Legislative Branch appropriations billincluded a
controversial provision that retroactively allows Senators to sue the federal
government for at least $500,000 anytime their phone records are searched by
federal investigators without their knowledge. Several House Republicans
objected to the language, which is aimed at former special counsel Jack Smith’s
investigation into the January 6th insurrection at the Capitol following the 2020
election of former President Joe Biden.

The 40-plus day shutdown only ended after a small number of Senate
Democrats—none of whom are up for reelection in 2026—broke ranks with their
party and voted with nearly all GOP Senators on the CR-minibus package. In
exchange for their votes, Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-SD) promised a
December vote on expiring Affordable Care Act (ACA) insurance subsidies. But
the result of such a vote and the prospects for the subsidies remain deeply
unclear, prompting a wave of fury among progressives in Congress and across the
country demanding a protracted fight with the Republican majority and the Trump
administration. The expiring subsidies mean that millions of Americans who get
their health insurance through the ACA exchanges are set to see their premiums
skyrocket in the new year, presenting a deep political problem for House
Republicans looking to defend their fragile majority in the 2026 midterm
elections.
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The prevailing sentiment among Democrats in the wake of the vote is that a loose
commitment from Thune on a future vote is insufficient to end the pain of a
federal shutdown, particularly after several high-profile political victories last
week in New Jersey, Virginia, California, and New York City. Much of the anger has
been directed at Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY), even though he
ended up voting against the funding agreement. The angst towards Schumer,
along with his apparently shrinking presence around his home state, continues
to contribute towards speculation that his 26-year tenure in the Senate may be
coming to an end, particularly as progressive firebrands like Rep. Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) and NYC mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani—whom Schumer
declined to endorse—take more of the limelight in Empire State politics.

A state judge in Utah presented a victory for Democrats this week, when she
threw out a gerrymandered congressional map from the GOP-controlled state
legislature, gifting Democrats with a prime pickup opportunity in Salt Lake City.
House Budget Chairman Jodey Arrington (R-TX) announced his intent to retire
from Congress at the end of this term, as did Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
NJ). Both seats are considered very safe for their respective parties. The grandson
of former President John F. Kennedy, Jack Schlossberg, announced his intent to
run in the New York City congressional seat being vacated by retiring Rep. Jerry
Nadler (D-NY).

Democrats on the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee
released previously unknown email exchanges by disgraced late financier Jeffrey
Epstein this week, in which he alludes to President Trump having knowledge of
his trafficking of underage girls.

Pentagon News

Last Friday, we discussed Secretary Hegseth’s planned announcement on
acquisition transformation based on the leaked draft memo. This week, the
Defense Secretary's new Acquisition Transformation Strategy was officially
unveiled, along with a handful of memos that intend to fundamentally rework the
defense acquisition system in a move that favors speed, flexibility, and
disciplined execution. The Strategy serves as a clear indicator that the
Department of Defense (DoD) is getting serious about keeping pace with
adversaries, and centers on five major pillars: Rebuilding the Arsenal of Freedom
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by beefing up the industrial base and fostering competition through longer
contracts; Elevating and Empowering the Acquisition Workforce by creating a
new Warfighting Acquisition University and consolidating decision-making
authority into Portfolio Acquisition Executives (PAEs) to cut bureaucratic red tape;
Maximizing Acquisition Flexibility by expanding fast-track prototyping and aiming
to scrub some regulation from the FAR and DFARS; Developing High Performance
Systems via the new Wartime Production Unit to merge public/private expertise;
and finally, Improving Lifecycle Risk Management to make sure these new
systems are sustainable and maintainable. This whole overhaul is in direct
response to President Trump’s April 9th Executive Order, “Modernizing Defense
Acquisitions and Spurring Innovation in the Defense Industrial Base,” and signals
a decisive pivot from an older, compliance-based framework toward a lean,

wartime-ready model that's focused squarely on performance and competition.

While questions remain about some specifics of the new structure, Under
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment Michael Duffey has
described the updated guiding principle as “schedule, performance, cost,” as
opposed to “cost, schedule, performance.”

Additional specifics of the updated acquisition approach, such as a streamlined
Foreign Military Sales process, will be ironed out in the coming months. Under
Secretary Duffey clarified that legacy programs like the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter
and the Columbia-class submarine will not be affected.

Turning to the Indo-Pacific, Guam’s defense bureaucracy has also seen
restructuring intended to increase acquisition efficiency.

The Rapid Capabilities and Critical Technologies Office (RCCTO) has assigned
responsibility for the Guam Defense System Joint Program Office (JPO) to the U.S.
Army Program Executive Office Missiles and Space (PEO Missiles & Space). Lt.
Gen. Frank Lozano, the new director of the RCCTO, delegated the responsibility
for the Guam Defense System JPO to Jeannie Sommer, Program Director of the
Integrated Fires Directorate. This decision is designed to ensure leadership
continuity as Lt. Gen. Lozano previously served as the head of PEO Missiles &
Space.
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The move shifts the JPO into a formal acquisition structure under PEO Missiles &
Space, setting up a transition from early experimentation toward long-term
development, integration, and fielding. This project will cost an estimated $8
billion and represents one of the Army’s largest integrated air-and-missile
defense efforts outside the continental United States. With the Guam Defense
System now embedded in the Integrated Fires Directorate, the program is set to
progress through the stages of requirements refinement, site development, and
spiraled capability delivery, leading to its planned initial fielding in FY27.

As the Guam Defense System formalizes its structure for kinetic defense, the
DoD is simultaneously addressing the digital threat landscape.

The Department has released a revised Cyber Force generation model to attract
and retain cyber talent by better integrating U.S. Cyber Command
(USCYBERCOM) with other military departments for recruitment and training. The
plan establishes three new organizations to improve the military’s hacking and
defensive prowess, designating each different roles to prioritize the warrior ethos,
and echoing hallmark sentiments from Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth.
These reforms are a response to threats from peer adversaries and the rapid pace
of cyber innovation. Elbridge A. Colby, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy,
affirmed that the DoD was “laser-focused” on strengthening the military’s cyber
capabilities.

Under the memo’s guidance, the Cyber Talent Management Organization will
identify, attract, recruit, and retain an elite cyber force; the Advanced Cyber
Training and Education Center will develop and deliver mission-specific training
and education to build expertise and mastery; and the Cyber Innovation Warfare
Center will accelerate the rapid development and delivery of operational cyber
capabilities. Cyber operators will be trained and developed with the same
combat-ready mindset as traditional warfighters, meant to increase their
“lethality,” resulting in better-trained operators executing more complex missions
and a faster deployment of cyber offensive tools.

Next Week's Hearings


https://mnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zl-bqYfXM4PhM6sV8aefZipmu3US0NqwV6rfIO9X-rVuvl4vsL_N3Uuv34-YXIY_mU9bocGtmPtskNrwDp5Q2LQ4s0FhMADJV-E5Mob_tZk53juHrntuHgdyVq6EYsMHIIsP7pPDzIxM5pSWciv7w7twjRFV3TdCDrHQyASbGg1O0lQ1Mtu2Xcu3nexQzvOCpfcaK3EHekvmInfD9Bzook_6uTsYAKDzXbNHNofzqKlnFdmaBoSuQ2yW40sFRWOg74rWQIi9ELqMZqJEj9uSRt1SuNZH6QpCCHShEw3ZlyKfzATAiZ58YP7COMuwBX5b&c=QOdD_0RopWyUog2ZkFJLc4NaSY-u3vtC8_fY2S4FPzX5dwZlvw1EmA==&ch=-fdw2rv9-Tk1QVuTU6eV7KBDnbmZFSR66JfT0AOgSBH5mKHPBwpZPg==
https://mnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zl-bqYfXM4PhM6sV8aefZipmu3US0NqwV6rfIO9X-rVuvl4vsL_N3Uuv34-YXIY_6aCz23aqQhKnY4BL-45OowEzFeOpI0aMMWwUW8lTq_Ts5Fa4I0DqWVOUYm-4uADTqaUmZY7mpl0dQkYrVYWgglCtiQH2p7TvRYlXuvU1cQmC1ihJIyQGkbtbhLS_qowMZlWVoFKmTRkCnu2U4Hh_lI9xrdb3rtrjq_Z-9dqKBL8fD3G6PDP7Vg==&c=QOdD_0RopWyUog2ZkFJLc4NaSY-u3vtC8_fY2S4FPzX5dwZlvw1EmA==&ch=-fdw2rv9-Tk1QVuTU6eV7KBDnbmZFSR66JfT0AOgSBH5mKHPBwpZPg==
https://mnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zl-bqYfXM4PhM6sV8aefZipmu3US0NqwV6rfIO9X-rVuvl4vsL_N3Uuv34-YXIY_aI2HlHeUY-PWPO1xbXjr8AD385NMRzUAr6h_A_IpjhPzlldu-aP_folWKPpnB30aAxlhV-r_4Ql7h9P4As62fKtKgz1sjHdBIXS-6qViZg4B3a5RcjcQLTqVVM_NLLT_WPCH6e0_sbTrJq4PO63CZasT51rpT3QgoGer1NUDpE_uEdsJR45s4kPaXK07MVKKqAaLIoKt9g0=&c=QOdD_0RopWyUog2ZkFJLc4NaSY-u3vtC8_fY2S4FPzX5dwZlvw1EmA==&ch=-fdw2rv9-Tk1QVuTU6eV7KBDnbmZFSR66JfT0AOgSBH5mKHPBwpZPg==
https://mnyfbshbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zl-bqYfXM4PhM6sV8aefZipmu3US0NqwV6rfIO9X-rVuvl4vsL_N3Uuv34-YXIY_uw_zxzVjG6yfld7tk0k-CYZovC6eEp93IYTjCMkTrxJrPKP240MhQo4m61fr-0ragVmELMhASRa_82gu-IzyxvZ4o-7ziy4whae4fCgDTCKQCQl7fIPOGS9xtSy44u5CsiC4fZsipTtbXKJtg0sQNONtYqas96-YKibgaYuXv_Zlop7PnHwkDRG7LNtPGYdp&c=QOdD_0RopWyUog2ZkFJLc4NaSY-u3vtC8_fY2S4FPzX5dwZlvw1EmA==&ch=-fdw2rv9-Tk1QVuTU6eV7KBDnbmZFSR66JfT0AOgSBH5mKHPBwpZPg==

Armed Services Committee

House of Representatives NONE
Senate NONE

Appropriations Committee

House of Representatives NONE
Senate NONE

Homeland Security Committee

House of Representatives

e 11/20, 10:00 AM - Joint Hearing, Securing Global Communications: An
Examination of Foreign Adversary Threats to Subsea Cable Infrastructure

Senate

e 11/19, 10:00 AM - Hearing to examine the nomination of Charlton Allen to
be General Counsel, Federal Labor Relations Authority; John Walk to be
Inspector General, U.S. Department of Agriculture; and Thomas Bell to be
Inspector General, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

200 Massachusetts Ave. NW
Suite 360
Washington, DC 20001

Phone: (202) 469-3490






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Executive Insight Brief 11-14-25.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 3



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 4



		Passed: 25



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Skipped		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

