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RAMP FROM HUMELSINE PARKWAY WEST TO MOORETOWN ROAD
WEST SCHEDULED TO CLOSE OCT. 12
Signed detour in place while maintenance work is performed

JAMES CITY COUNTY - Starting as early as Thursday, Oct. 12, the ramp from
Humelsine Parkway (Route 199) west to Mooretown Road (Route 603) west in James
City County is scheduled to close temporarily, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. During this
closure, Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) crews will be performing
washout repairs on the ramp slopes.

A signed detour route will be in place for motorists traveling westbound on Route 199
to access Route 603 west. Motorists will continue west on Route 199 and take the on-
ramp to [-64 west, followed by the exit ramp to Lightfoot/Route 199 east (exit 234A).
From there, motorists will continue east on Route 199 and exit onto westbound
Mooretown Road (Route 603) towards Lightfoot Road.

This work is weather- and schedule-dependent; therefore, this schedule is subject to
change.

Motorists are advised to plan their commute by using VDOT’s free traffic information
tools:

1. Download the 511 Virginia smartphone app or the 511-integrated Waze app.
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1. Download the 511 Virginia smartphone app or the 511-integrated Waze app.
2. Visit the 511 Virginia website or dial 511 for traffic information on your
phone.
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Photo: Detour route for closure of off-ramp from Route 199 west to Route 603 west
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Executive Insight Brief

October 13, 2023

Headlines - Aerospace & Defense - Budget & Approps - Advanced Tech - Military Installations & Communities -
Homeland Security - Transportation & Infrastructure - Biotech & Healthcare - Climate & Development

Received this as a forwarded email? Sign up to be on the official distribution list!

Notable Headlines

e Steve Scalise withdraws from speaker's race, sending House into further turmoil

e Israel Aims to Dismantle Hamas as Blinken Tries to Prevent Wider War

e U.S. and Qatar agree to not release Iran’s $6 billion for U.S. prisoner swap
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e Menendez accused of acting as foreign agent for Egypt in updated indictment

e More Israel aid to come ahead of Austin visit, Pentagon says

o US inflation higher than expected in September

Worth reading: Israel’'s Challenge in Responding to a Brutal Surprise Attack

View From The Hill

Along with the rest of the world, Capitol Hill was shaken by the barbaric October 7th
attacks on Israel by Hamas terrorists. Members of Congress have been scrambling to
understand the full extent of the attacks, the number of Americans killed and taken
hostage, and how the United States Government can respond. While the House of
Representatives remains without a confirmed speaker, it is unprecedentedly unclear to
what extent the chamber can take action to support Israel, with Speaker Pro Tempore
Patrick McHenry (R-NC) having limited authority and all legislative activity ground to a halt.
Being the only chamber in town this week, the House received a classified Members-only
briefing by the Biden Administration, while Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY)
cut short his bipartisan delegation to Asia due to the attacks. The White House is expected
to link a congressional request for military aid to Israel to additional funding for Ukraine—a
move Republicans will resist. One lingering guestion across Capitol Hill: How were the
Intelligence Community, Israel, and other allies caught so off-guard by the attacks?

On Wednesday, the House Republican Conference narrowly voted to nominate Majority
Whip Steve Scalise (R-LA) over Judiciary Chairman Jim Jordan (R-OH) to be the next
Speaker of the House via secret internal ballot. But by Thursday night, Scalise was forced
to withdraw from the race amidst stagnant support failing to get him anywhere near the
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requisite 217 votes needed to be formally elected speaker on the House Floor. The
Louisiana lawmaker faced questions surrounding his health due to ongoing treatment for
blood cancer, as well as resistance from the far-right House Freedom Caucus, who
continue to support Jim Jordan. It is difficult to overstate just how dysfunctional the House
Republican majority is at this point, and, by extension, the House of Representatives, itself.
The level of anger and distrust among Members of the House GOP Conference has never
seemed so foxic. Amidst this dysfunction, some Members are advocating a change to
House Rules to better-empower McHenry in his capacity as Speaker Pro Tempore, in
order to offer some hope for stalled government funding negotiations and the likely need to
pass supplemental funding in support of Israel. Armed Services Committee Chairman Mike
Rogers (R-AL) has floated the idea of negotiating with House Democratic Leader Hakeem
Jeffries (D-NY) to elect a speaker. It remains unclear who, if anyone, within the House
Republican Conference can reach 217 votes on the Floor absent bipartisan support.

Rep George Santos (R-NY) is facing a motion from his fellow New York Republicans to
expel him from the House of Representatives following a superseding federal indictment
leveling new criminal counts against him was issued earlier this week, bringing the total to
23. Sen. Bob Menendez (D-NJ) is also facing new charges that he was acting as a foreign
agent on behalf of the Egyptian government while serving as the chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. Both men have refused to resign in the wake of the
allegations, and Santos has publicly stated his intention to run for reelection.

Aerospace & Defense

Army considering aerostat overhaul as focus turns to Russia, China (Defense News)

The U.S. Army is examining how it can reinvigorate its aging fleet of blimp-like aircraft
known as aerostats that serve as elevated surveillance and communication platforms. The
service is interested in the updates amid a focus on countering the Russian and Chinese
militaries, forces more sophisticated than those fought for decades in the Middle East.
Future aerostats could carry autonomous capabilities — slashing costly logistics and
staffing needs — or even counter-drone payloads. The Army has for decades deployed
and tinkered with aerostats and other so-called lighter-than-air technologies.

AUSA: Highlights from the Army’s annual conference

HIl wins $347M contract for up to 200 'Lionfish' small undersea drones (Breaking Defense)
The Navy has awarded HIl a contract worth up to $347 million to purchase up to 200
unmanned undersea vehicles, the first major acquisition for the Navy’s Lionfish program.
“Lionfish” is the Navy’s name for its Small Unmanned Undersea Vehicle program, based
on HII's Remus 300 UUV design but with a series of service-requested tweaks. The Navy,
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in conjunction with a competition administered by the Defense Innovation Unit, last year
selected the Remus 300 for the program over a competing offering from L3Harris. For the
US Navy, Lionfish’s primary purpose will be intelligence gathering with the service’s
expeditionary mine countermeasures company.

The B-21 Raider: Designed For Low Risk

US ‘ill-prepared’ for nuclear challenge from China and Russia, says report (Financial
Times)

The US must expand or restructure its nuclear arsenal to tackle the “existential challenge”
posed by the growing nuclear threat from China and existing risk from Russia, a new report
by a congressionally mandated commission has said. The bipartisan Congressional
Commission on the Strategic Posture of the US warned that Washington was “ill-
prepared” to tackle the challenge posed by having two peer nuclear adversaries for the first
time. The commission was led by Madelyn Creedon, a former top nuclear official, and Jon
Kyl, a retired senator. It was created by Congress in 2022 to re-examine US nuclear policy
and force structure more than a decade after former defence secretary William Perry ran
the first such commission.

Budget & Appropriations

House members discuss lifting limits on speaker pro tem power (Roll Call)

The delay in the effort to get 217 Republicans to back anyone for speaker is leading some
House members to start reconsidering the idea that Speaker Pro Tempore Patrick T.
McHenry is little more than a placeholder. Rep. David Joyce said Thursday that has had
discussions about the possible mechanics of granting additional powers to an interim
speaker, perhaps for a limited period. Joyce suggested that such an action could be taken
through adoption of a privileged resolution. McHenry, R-N.C., assumed the gavel under an
unprecedented process after former speaker Kevin McCarthy lost the speakership, has
been operating under the view that the job is limited to overseeing the process of finding a
new speaker. But because McCarthy’s removal never happened before, there’s debate
about what happens next. Rep. Steve Womack, R-Ark., told reporters one option could be
the House voting to empower the speaker pro tempore.

U.S. Grapples With Political Gridlock as Crises Mount

Here’s What Can’t Get Done While Republicans Fight Over a Speaker (New York Times)

mhtml:file://I\~BOS WEEKLY INFORMATION\2023\October 13, 2023\Regional Cor... 10/13/2023



Executive Insight Brief Page 5 of 13

Republican disunity over who will be the next speaker has brought the House to a
standstill. Legislative business has been halted for more than a week, leaving one
chamber of Congress hobbled in the face of crises at home and abroad. The House is now
under the control of Representative Patrick T. McHenry of North Carolina, who was named
as the temporary speaker after Republicans dumped Representative Kevin McCarthy as
speaker last week. But Mr. McHenry is unelected and primarily in place to oversee the
election of a new speaker, and his legislative powers are untested. The position second in
line to the presidency remains unfilled. The infighting has consequences far beyond
Capitol Hill: a speaker impasse stalls an aid package to Israel, more assistance to Ukraine,
and the appropriations process to keep government funded for the rest of the year and
through fiscal year 2024.

McCaul on Speakership fight: ‘Our adversaries are watching us’

Bid to link Israel and Ukraine military aid hits wall in Congress (Politico)

House lawmakers from both parties are increasingly skeptical that there will be enough
support to pair aid to Ukraine with aid to Israel — even as senior members indicate all
options remain under consideration. Lawmakers across the spectrum left a classified
briefing on the attacks in Israel pledging to get assistance quickly to the U.S. ally, yet
muddled about what a protracted fight over the next speaker could mean for deploying
resources quickly. President Joe Biden hasn’t formally asked Congress to approve more
money for Israel, but said on Tuesday that an appeal is coming soon. A separate $24
billion request for more Ukraine assistance Biden sent to lawmakers in August has
languished. And though aid for Israel is likely to quickly pass due to the bipartisan
consensus, even some Ukraine advocates downplayed the possibility of linking the two.

Advanced Technologies

US agencies broaden crackdown on ‘junk fees’ (Financial Times)

The Biden administration has broadened its crackdown on so-called junk fees used by
companies to inflate prices at checkout, which the White House has argued cost US
shoppers billions of dollars each year. The measures by the Federal Trade Commission
and the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau announced on Wednesday have the
potential to significantly alter how US companies display prices to shoppers. The FTC has
proposed a rule that would prohibit companies from using bait-and-switch practices that
show consumers one price and then inflate it with fees. The proposal would also ban
“bogus fees” that businesses fail to disclose and accurately represent to consumers.
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How rising conflict is reshuffling global supply chains

Robot-ship startup raises $55m, sets sights on Replicator project (Defense One)
Autonomous-surface-vessel startup Saronic has raised $55 million in its latest funding
round that will allow the company to advance development of two types of uncrewed ships.
Saronic has developed two autonomous surface vessels: Spyglass, which is fully electric
and can carry a 40-pound payload for 30 nautical miles, and Cutlass, a 13-foot, diesel-
electric hybrid that can carry a 200-pound payload for 300 nautical miles. The company is
also developing a third ship, called Corsair. The boats are being designed to operate
without relying on GPS satellites.

Democrats urge the White House to bind agencies to the Al Bill of Rights

Taiwan awaits US announcement on China chip waiver extension (Reuters)

Taiwan was waiting for a decision by the U.S. government on whether Taiwanese
chipmakers will be allowed a waiver extension to supply U.S. chip equipment to their
factories in China, Economy Minister Wang Mei-hua said on Thursday. Last October, the
Biden administration published a sweeping set of export controls, including a measure to
cut off China from certain semiconductor chips made anywhere in the world with U.S.
tools, vastly expanding the reach of a bid to slow Beijing's technological and military
advances. South Korea's government said this week that Samsung Electronics and SK
Hynix will be allowed to supply U.S. chip equipment to their China factories indefinitely
without separate U.S. approvals.

Military Installations & Communities

Top Marine outlines priorities for next four years (Defense One)

As Gen. Eric Smith nears 100 days of leading the Marine Corps, he says his thoughts are
focused on one thing: his people. His efforts are complicated by the fact that he is still
working two jobs, thanks to a GOP senator’s blanket hold on senior military promotions.
Smith shed the acting label with his Senate confirmation on Sept. 21, but continues to
carry the workload of assistant commandant—plus the duties of a member of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff—because Sen. Tommy Tuberville is blocking Lt. Gen. Christopher
Mahoney’s nomination to be assistant commandant and there is “no lawful mechanism” for
someone to step in as an acting ACMC. And the leaders of the other military services are
in a similar situation, which makes it hard to work on joint topics, he said.
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Navy Misses All Recruiting Goals in FY 2023, Raises Goals for FY 2024

Army lead-based paint audit leads to scrutiny from Congress (Military Times)

In the wake of an internal audit sharply criticizing the Army’s oversight of its housing
inspection program, a bipartisan group of House lawmakers demanded answers from the
service in a Thursday letter shared with Army Times. The Army Audit Agency report —
which first gained widespread attention after a Sept. 21 Army Times story — concluded the
Army was failing to ensure that privatized on-base homes with lead-based paint or
asbestos are “safe for Army families.” The members who signed the letter are: Rep. Mark
Alford, R-Mo.; Rep. Michael Waltz, R-Fla.; Rep. Robert Wittman, R-Va.; Rep. Don Davis,
D-N.C.; Rep. James Moylan, R-Guam; and Rep. Rich McCormick, R-Ga. All six are
members of the House Armed Services Committee.

Vets more likely than civilians to own home, experience homelessness

Why Air Force OTS Is Undergoing Its ‘Most Transformational Change’ Ever (Air and Space
Forces)

As new trainees arrived to their first day at Air Force Officer Training School at Maxwell Air
Force Base, Ala., on Oct. 10, they found themselves in the middle of what the OTS
Commandant described as the school’s biggest change in its 64-year history. Called OTS-
Victory, the new program is meant to give trainees more hands-on experiences; make
them better prepared for joint, near-peer conflicts; grow instructors into experts on specific
leadership skills; and make it easier for OTS to train more officers in a time of crisis. Unlike
the U.S. Air Force Academy and Reserve Officer Training Corps, OTS turns civilians or
prior enlisted service members who already have college degrees into Air Force and
Space Force officers over the course of 60 days rather than two to four years.

Homeland Security

Biden steps up security for Jewish communities in the U.S. after the attack in Israel (NPR)
President Biden met with leaders from prominent U.S. Jewish groups at the White House
on Wednesday to express solidarity and support after the Hamas attack on Israel, and
pledge that his administration is doing what it can to ensure the safe release of hostages.
Biden said the United States is sending experts to advise and assist with hostage recovery
efforts. He also said he directed Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas and
Attorney General Merrick Garland to work to boost security and address threats to the
Jewish community in America. The meeting included officials from more than 20 Jewish
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organizations ranging from the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) to J
Street and included top Biden aides such as national security adviser Jake Sullivan.

Vietnam agents tried to plant spyware on phones of US lawmakers and
journalists

Government should set an example for the private sector in cybersecurity and resilience,
Inglis says (Nextgov)

A more flexible regulatory approach in the U.S. government’s emerging technology policy
will be key to helping secure the country’s cyber infrastructure amid ongoing digital threats
and new generative systems, alongside fostering deeper partnerships with the private
sector, according to Chris Inglis, the former national cyber director Talking about the
evolving relationship between the public and private sectors as both work to fend off
increasingly severe cyberattacks, Inglis — the first to hold the national cyber director
position from June 2021 to February of this year — dispelled the myth that such sectors
are fighting similar but ultimately separate fights.

DHS visits Boston to assess the migrant situation

United States Department of Homeland Security Awards New PENS Contract to
BlackBerry (Yahoo)

BlackBerry Limited announced that the United States Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) has awarded BlackBerry a new seven-year Indefinite Delivery, Indefinite Quantity
(IDIQ) contract for the creation and sustainment of its new Super Enterprise for Personnel
Emergency Notification System (PENS). BlackBerry, American Systems and 4 Points
Technology will partner to deliver on the software and services contract, which is for DHS
and all its components. The DHS will use BlackBerry AtHoc as a department-wide
communication and visibility PENS solution for all its employees and contractors.
BlackBerry AtHoc, the most secure critical event management (CEM) solution, will deliver
'Super Enterprise' capabilities so that the solution can be tailored to each DHS component
while providing DHS with enterprise-wide functionality.

Transportation & Infrastructure

FHWA Releases $61 Billion to States (Transport Topics)

States are getting their third annual raise in highway funds while dollar amounts remain
unchanged for bridge and Appalachian development highway improvements from a $61
billion pot of infrastructure money released by the Federal Highway Administration.
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Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg thanked President Joe Biden when announcing
the release Oct. 5 of Fiscal Year 2024 apportionments for 12 formula programs in the third
round of bipartisan infrastructure law funds to improve the nation’s aging infrastructure in
50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Federal infrastructure law funds are
distributed each fiscal year by FHWA based on congressionally mandated formulas.

White House to withdraw Amtrak nominee to lift Senate blockade

Project 44 releases Al enhancements to supply chain platform (Transportation Today)
Earlier this month, project 44, a supply chain visibility platform, announce it had added
several enhancements to its platform to simplify visibility and maximize carrier data quality.
The platform, Movement, now delivers a greater value, the company said, by streamlining
some complex scenarios facing shippers and logistics service providers. The company
said Movement provides shippers and LSPs with the ability to address supply chain
challenges by connecting them to every carrier and freight forwarder to deliver shipment
visibility from door-to-door.

Here’s how New York City is planning to spend $15 billion raised from a

new congestion pricing toll

Biden fast-tracks Texas border wall construction (Construction Dive)

Twenty new miles of border wall have been fast-tracked in the Rio Grande Valley in South
Texas, after the Biden administration waived 26 federal laws to push construction through.
The waivers, posted in the Federal Registry Wednesday, skirt potentially time-consuming
reviews and lawsuits challenging environmental, public health and cultural preservation
laws violations. The project will be built with funds from a 2019 congressional appropriation
for border wall construction, which stems from a Trump-era disaster declaration. The cost
of the project has not been publicly disclosed. U.S. Customs and Border Protection first
announced the project in June, and shared a map of the additional construction in August.
The barrier will start south of the Falcon Dam and go past Salinefo, Texas.

Biotechnology & Healthcare

Google announces new generative Al search capabilities for doctors (CNBC)

Google Cloud on Monday announced new artificial intelligence-powered search
capabilities that it said will help health-care workers quickly pull accurate clinical
information from different types of medical records.The health-care industry is home to
troves of valuable information and data, but it can be challenging for clinicians to find since
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it's often stored across multiple systems and formats. Google Cloud’s new search tool will
allow doctors to pull information from clinical notes, scanned documents and electronic
health records so it can be accessed in one place. The company said the new capabilities
will ultimately save health-care workers a significant amount of time and energy. “While it
should save time to be able to do that search, it should also prevent frustration on behalf of
clinicians and [make] sure that they get to an answer easier,” Lisa O’Malley, senior director
of product management for Cloud Al at Google Cloud told CNBC in an interview.

Congress eyes endgame for PBM legislation

FDA forms new committee to advise on health tech (Nextgov)

The Food and Drug Administration announced the creation of a new Digital Health
Advisory Committee on Wednesday, intended to help support the development of digital
health technologies and their regulation. Nominations are now open for the new nine-
member committee, which is expected to be operational next year to advise the agency on
the potential benefits, risks and outcomes from digital health technologies. The agency
defines DHTs as “systems that use computing platforms, connectivity, software and/or
sensors for healthcare.” That might include artificial intelligence, virtual reality, wearable
technology, remote patient monitoring and more.

New AI May Slash High Death Rate After Hip Fractures

PepGen cleared by FDA to begin study of muscular dystrophy drug (Biophrama Dive)
PepGen can start a Phase 1 study in the U.S. of a therapy for a rare form of muscular
dystrophy after the Food and Drug Administration lifted a clinical hold on the program.

The trial will include sites in both the U.S. and Canada, where regulators cleared the
treatment for human testing in September. PepGen said Thursday it expects to release
proof-of-concept data from the study, dubbed Freedom-DM1, next year The
oligonucleotide-based therapy is designed to treat patients with myotonic dystrophy type 1,
or DM1. The life-shortening condition causes stiff or contracted muscles, general muscle
weakness and cardiac and respiratory symptoms. It is estimated to affect about 40,000
people in the U.S. and 70,000 in the European Union. The FDA has shown caution with
companies developing RNA treatments for neuromuscular conditions. Dyne Therapeutics,
Sarepta Therapeutics, Avidity Biosciences and Entrada Therapeutics have all faced delays
in their work amid partial or full clinical holds.

Climate & Development

What's next for direct air capture? (E&E News)
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The Biden administration is racing to finalize $1.2 billion in grants to spur the development
of industrial installations that can pull massive quantities carbon dioxide out of the air. But
the Department of Energy’s bid to supercharge the nascent direct air capture industry is
just getting started, with the ground rules for a $2.4 billion DAC hub funding competition set
for release as soon as next year. The outcome of that competition is expected to lead to
the construction of DAC megaprojects in at least two more American communities and
could have significant ramifications for the corporations, venture capitalists and
environmentalists that are invested in the success of the emerging climate technology.
Climate scientists believe widespread deployment of DAC and other carbon removal
technologies will be necessary for the planet to avoid dangerously overheating. So which
companies and communities are most likely to be chosen for the remaining DAC hubs —
and the billions of dollars DOE has set aside to help develop them?

Global emissions from energy use to increase through 2050

Biden-Harris Administration Announces More Than $38 Million to Support Hydropower
Facilities Across the Country (DOE)

As part of President Biden’s Investing in America agenda—a key pillar of Bidenomics—the
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) today announced 66 hydro facilities throughout the
country will receive more than $38 million in incentive payments for electricity generated
and sold. Funded by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and with consideration of facilities
located in communities with inadequate electric service, the payments provide funding for
electricity generated and sold from dams and other water infrastructure that add or expand
hydroelectric power generating capabilities. These incentive payments represent DOE’s
largest investment in hydroelectric facilities to date. Hydropower, with existing
infrastructure across the United States, is an essential component in helping achieve the
Biden-Harris Administration’s ambitious clean energy goals.

20213 Antarctic sea ice winter maximum is lowest on record by a wide
margin
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Climate change could make beer taste worse (BBC News)

A new study reveals that the quantity of European hops, which gives beer its distinctive
bitter taste, is declining. Hotter, longer and drier summers are predicted to worsen the
situation, and could lead to beer becoming more expensive. The authors warned growers
to adapt their farming techniques. Beer is a staple of European culture - with 8.5 billion
pints sold in the UK alone, according to the British Beer and Pub Association. Hops, the
flower of the hop plant, are the crucial fourth ingredient in the beer brewing process -
alongside water, yeast and malt. They are added before the boiling process to add
bitterness, but can also be added afterwards to change the overall flavor. The boom in the
craft beer industry, increasing demand for beers with distinctive strong flavours, has
pushed up the use of high-quality hops. But this study, which looked at how the average
yield of aroma hops changed between 1971 and 1994 and between 1995 and 2018, found
that in some key hop-growing areas, there was a drop of nearly 20% in output.
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Next Week's Hearings

Armed Services Committees
House: None listed
Senate: None listed

Appropriations Committees
House: None listed
Senate: None listed

Homeland Security Committees

House: Wednesday, October 18th, 2023, 10:00am EST; "An Examination of the Iranian
Regime's Threats to Homeland Security"

Senate: None listed
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