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GREAT WOLF LODGE, BLOWN AWAY SALON
WIN YORK COUNTY BUSINESS AWARDS
Waterpark resort honored by economic development officials after renovation;
successful salon named Chamber of Commerce’s Small Business of the Year

(YORKTOWN, VA, February 12, 2021) – In a year where business was more challenging than
ever before—especially in industries like tourism and personal care services—two local
standouts earned York County’s top honors.

The Economic Development Authority and the Office of Economic Development awarded Great
Wolf Lodge with the William Rogers “Poor Potter” Award. The award—named after William
Rogers, a successful 18th‐century entrepreneur who was
known as the “poor potter” of Yorktown—is given to growing
businesses that make significant investments in York County.
In the midst of a six‐month pandemic shutdown, Great Wolf
completed major renovations to the resort’s rooms, lobby
and water park, which not only reinforced its edge as a
County tourism destination, but also created work
opportunities for a variety of local contracting companies.
.
“We had to reimagine our business in ways to keep our
employees and guests safe, and we were able to meet or
Nick Licastro
exceed all the CDC requirements,” said Nick Licastro, general
General Manager,
manager for Great Wolf Lodge. “I’m proud of how our team
Great Wolf Lodge Williamsburg
rose to the challenge so we could open in time for Labor Day
weekend. From the [County’s] building department and fire department to other community and
business leaders, we all came together in 2020 to help each other and support each other.”
"They are a big employer and a key player in our local economy," said County economic
development director Jim Noel. “In addition to being a great corporate citizen, they are a unique
hospitality business in that they are both an excellent hotel and a tourist attraction”
Meanwhile, the York County Chamber of Commerce conducted its vote for Small Business of
the Year, choosing Blown Away Salon. The salon had already been a successful business on
Route 17 in Hayes, so owner Michelle Green decided to open a new location 10 miles down the
road in Yorktown.
The new Blown Away opened its doors in March 2020 and had to shut down just two weeks
later—having just signed a 10‐year lease—when the
pandemic lockdown began. Green had to adapt quickly,
turning to online classes and technology investments. She
focused on staying in close contact with her staff and
getting safety measures in place so everything would be
ready when the salons were finally able to reopen in June.
Since that time, Green and her staff have worked hard to
continue innovating the salon, expanding their education
and keeping their guests beautiful and relaxed in a safe
environment.
Michelle Green
“She made sure everybody was being served,” said
Owner,
Chamber of Commerce president Toni Chavis. “It’s funny
Blown Away Salon
that the name of her salon is Blown Away, as I was blown
away by her! She‘s a person of true character—
hardworking, a woman who has overcome obstacles to create a business, foster her business,
and keep it going. The committee that chose her could really see her spirit.”

“I feel very excited and very honored,” said Green. “We’ve had a heck of a year, and personally
I did not expect to win an award. We have struggled to survive and beat the odds of staying
open during the pandemic. I am blessed to have an amazing, hardworking team.”
While both awards are normally presented at the County’s annual Distinguished Business Affair
each February, the event was cancelled due to COVID‐19. The awards instead were brought to
the two businesses by County and Chamber representatives. Videos were made of each
presentation:
Blown Away receives Business of the Year
Great Wolf Lodge receives Poor Potter Award

Blown Away Salon

Great Wolf Lodge

About the York County OED and EDA
The primary mission of York County’s Office of Economic Development (OED) and Economic
Development Authority (EDA) is to create a diverse economic base by the aggressive recruitment,
expansion and retention of businesses, industries, and tourism, thus expanding the tax base and capital
investment in the County and providing new employment opportunities for its citizens.
York County’s Office of Economic Development is here to assist you with all your business needs, from
funding to expansion to education.
Learn more at https://www.yesyorkcounty.com/
About the York County Chamber of Commerce
The York County Chamber of Commerce is a not‐for‐profit business membership organization operated
by volunteer business leaders who care about our community. The Chamber is dedicated to serving its
community by promoting the businesses and business interests of its members. The Chamber is
constantly working to strengthen the area’s overall economic climate by advocating for and providing
enhanced business assistance and support.
Learn more at https://yorkcountychamberva.org/
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