York revamps program to enhance
look of commercial corridors
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The previous Route 17 commercial corridor grant program helped replace run-down property with C&F
Bank.

York County is launching a revamped program to help property owners
and businesses on commercial roads improve the look of their buildings.
“It really is a win-win," said Melissa Davidson, assistant economic
development director for York.

The Economic Development Authority approved $100,000 in funding for
the program, which provides a one-time match up to $10,000 for qualified
external improvements, like signs, windows, roofing, awnings,
landscaping, lighting, parking or sidewalks.
The grant program builds on a previous one designed to improve
properties in the U.S. 17 commercial corridor before the recession,
Davidson said. That helped 54 businesses update their facades and
landscaping to make the highway more aesthetically appealing.
The reboot also comes in response to businesses coming to the EDA board
requesting help with similar projects, like one retailer wanting to install a
nicer fence, according to board minutes. Having a set program means each
individual request doesn’t need to come to the board, Davidson said.
The grant cannot be used for regular maintenance, Davidson said. The
idea is to help property values and perhaps attract more businesses or
investment in all commercial areas, not just U.S. 17.
In a separate program designed to help businesses grow, the EDA
approved $50,000 in initial funding to match a one-time expense up to
$2,500. The business would need to illustrate a tangible effect on growth,
Davidson said.
Instead of businesses trying to fit cookie-cutter programs, this program
allows the business to determine what it needs to get to the next level, like
a particular tool, advertising opportunity or service, she said. Home-based
businesses, which make up two-thirds of the active business licenses in the
county, can also apply.
That pot of money is expected to go quickly because of anticipated
popularity, she added.

“This grant grew out of the realization that we had a lot of businesses we
couldn’t help financially,” Jim Noel, York economic development director,
said in a news release. “It’s also a way for us to establish relationships with
existing businesses. A lot of our small businesses are so busy with
everyday operations, and they don’t have a compelling reason to connect
with us.”

